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The Negotiation Process for the Inclusion of
the Term “Taiwan” in the 1969 U.S.-Japan
Joint Statement, as Interpreted from the
Archives of the Japanese Ministry of
Foreign Affairs
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[ Abstract]

In mid-April 2021, major Japanese news media published the
“Japan-U.S. Joint Statement” between Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga
and President Biden. 52 years ago, Prime Minister Sato’s visit to the
US and US President Richard Nixon “re-issued” together in the form
of the “Japan-US Joint Statement”.

This article is interested in why, in November 1969, when Sato
and Nixon jointly issued the “Japan-U.S. Joint Statement” after the
Japan-U.S. summit, specifically “for the first time,” the word “Taiwan”
was included in the Statement then? Additionally, the year 2022 is
the 50th anniversary of Okinawa’s return to Japan. At that time, when
Japan and the United States were discussing the return of Okinawa,
the United States was worried about whether the security of the first
island chain defense line in the Western Pacific would be used by the
US military base in Okinawa after the return. Problems started to arise,
and then the defense of the Taiwan Strait had to be discussed with
Japan. Furthermore, this article focuses on answering the questions:
what is Prime Minister Sato’s policy toward Taiwan when facing the

China issue? On the other hand, under the pressure of the United



202249 H AARDIEAEINSCED B R 7= 1969 4F A KIL[R FF B ~D B8 O Zrdiess

States, what can Prime Minister Sato do? What is the contingency

policy?

Keywords: Joint Statement of Japanese Prime Minister Eisaku Sato
and U.S. President Richard Nixon, Okinawa Reversion
Agreement, Taiwan Strait issue, US military base in

Okinawa
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